
An Order of Worship That Can Be Used in the Home for July 5, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If multiple people are participating, one may serve as leader, reading the light faced type, the rest 
reading the bold faced type. 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
HYMN   (to be read or sung) 

 

“America the Beautiful” 
 

O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 

America! America! God shed His grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea! 

 
O beautiful for pilgrim feet, whose stern, impassioned stress 

A thoroughfare for freedom beat across the wilderness! 
America! America! God shed His grace on thee 

And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea! 
 

O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, 
Who more than self their country loved and mercy more than life! 

America! America! God shed His grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea! 

 
O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cities gleam undimmed by human tears! 

America! America! God shed His grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our days. Be our strength 
and support amid the wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end grant us Your 
promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING 
 

Zechariah 9:9–12 (ESV) 
(Through the prophet, the Lord promises an end to spiritual warfare.) 

 

9  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  



 behold, your king is coming to you;  
 righteous and having salvation is he,  
 humble and mounted on a donkey,  
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  
10  I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim  
 and the war horse from Jerusalem;  
 and the battle bow shall be cut off,  
 and he shall speak peace to the nations;  
 his rule shall be from sea to sea,  
 and from the River to the ends of the earth.  
11  As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,  
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.  
12  Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;  
 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 
Some thoughts to consider from this reading…   

Here’s the promise of a King to come to His people suffering hardships and turn things around! 
You probably already recognize the Palm Sunday fulfillment of this promise. 

The scope of this deliverance is not just Jerusalem, but where else as well (verse 10)? 
What does verse 10 say He is coming to bring? Could our world use that? 
Verses 11-12, there is the promise of release from hopeless suffering to a confidence of receiving 

at least double all that was lost. Think of what a great hope we have in Jesus! 
 
 
EPISTLE READING 
 

Romans 7:14–25a (ESV) 
(Unable to stop sinning, Paul finds deliverance only in Jesus Christ.) 

 

14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15 I do not understand 
my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not 
want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 17 So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells 
within me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to 
do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do 
not want is what I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin 
that dwells within me.  
21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law 
of God, in my inner being, 23 but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my 
mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man that I am! 
Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!... 
 
Some thoughts to consider from this reading… 

Paul here brings up the struggle of him and every Christian in living in this world: in spite of my 
best efforts, why can’t I be as good as I ought to be? He uses “flesh” as a convenient way of 
referring to the unregenerated side of ourselves, although sometimes “flesh” is good, as when 
Christ offered His on the cross. Luther used the phrase “old Adam.” On the other side is “inner 
being” and “mind” (although “mind” can be evil in other places), that new, regenerated self in 
Christ. Both sides are present and active in the believer’s life. 

He wants to do what (verse 18)? Instead, he does what (verse 19)? 
What force is at work in him (us) leading him to violate his good intentions (verse 17)? 
He is nevertheless guilty in those times he did evil. God’s law therefore threatens death. This 

evokes the cry in verse 24. What can Paul do for himself (verse 24)? 



The portion of verse 25 here is best broken into 2 parts: first, a thanking God for the solution to his 
problem. The second part: what is God’s solution? 

 
 
GOSPEL READING 
 

Matthew 11:25–30 (ESV) 
(Jesus invites His hearers to come to Him for true rest.) 

 

25 At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden 
these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26 yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the 
Son chooses to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

 
Some thoughts to consider from this reading…   

Anyone that knows God and trusts in Him – that is by revelation! If you know Him, thanks be to 
God! And don’t depart from that. 

What kinds of things do people labor under and feel weighed down with in life (verse 28)?  
To them Jesus promises to give what (verse 28)? 
This is especially true when it comes to our wanting to be right with God! He does it for us on the 

cross. 
Jesus expects something of us – His yoke on us in verse 29. He wants us to live for Him. How is 

Jesus characterized in this verse? How do you feel about that? 
His burden is light – when the Holy Spirit is present and active, bearing the yoke happens and is a 

joy! Unfortunately, persecution may accompany. 
 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS 

Thanks for God’s gift of eternal life which supersedes our failure to live up to His standards; 
The Holy Spirit’s aid in glorifying God with our lives;  
Thanks to God for the blessings of our country and that He guide and bless our leaders; 
That racial tensions ease, all prejudice cease, and that love and respect for all human lives 

increase; 
God’s gospel to go forth and comfort many troubled people these days;  
An end to this pandemic; 
God to accomplish His good purposes through this pandemic;  
Protection and strength for our healthcare workers;  
Help for the sick;  
Help for the many without sufficient work;  



and any other needs of which you are aware – including names listed in the announcements, 
especially…Richard Crise…Al Berry…Sharon Schaeffer…Kim…the Taylor 
Family…Lydia...Tina Rein…Justin…Richard Rein. 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 
 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me 
this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin 
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 
have no power over me.  Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. (Psalm 103:1) 
 
 
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit bless and preserve us. 
Amen. 
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